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Next Monday will be the 10th anni-

versary of the Tennessee Education 
Lottery. It has raised over $2.8 billion 
for education, yet, with education 
costs rising, it is still not enough. 

We, in Congress, need to work hard 
to make sure that Pell Grants increase 
and that Pell Grants go to students at 
not-for-profit schools and those for- 
profit schools that graduate students 
and get them gainful employment. 

Ladders of opportunity for the mid-
dle class are paved through education. 
The Tennessee Education Lottery is 
one of those ways. 

I continue my work in Congress 
working for Pell Grants and other op-
portunities to see that monies are effi-
ciently channeled to students to give 
them an opportunity to improve their 
lives. 

f 

WATER RESOURCES IN NEW 
MEXICO 

(Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM 
of New Mexico asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM of 
New Mexico. Mr. Speaker, in Western 
States like New Mexico, where we con-
tinue to endure severe drought, it has 
become clear that water is a resource 
that can no longer be taken for grant-
ed. 

Instead, we must recognize just how 
essential it is for households, for busi-
nesses, for the environment, for jobs, 
for life, and we must rise to the chal-
lenge because New Mexico can and 
should be the next innovation hub for 
water management technology. 

New Mexico is reported to have ap-
proximately 15.4 billion acre feet of 
brackish water. That is enough to sus-
tain 3 million people for 300 years. 

Our communities could greatly ben-
efit from investments in desalination 
technology, which would create a new 
water supply for our municipalities, 
businesses and industry, while also 
leading to more jobs and more eco-
nomic development. 

Mr. Speaker, we must continue in-
vesting in water technology initiatives, 
not only to better manage existing 
water resources but to unlock alter-
native water resources. 

I eagerly anticipate the input from 
my constituents and colleagues as we 
set a dynamic course that will dem-
onstrate to the region, to the country, 
and the world that New Mexico can re-
spond to adversity and become a leader 
in water resources management. 

f 

THE CLOCK IS TICKING 

(Mr. PETERS of Michigan asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. PETERS of Michigan. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today because thousands of 
folks in my home State of Michigan 
are looking for work, and Washington 

is making their job search much hard-
er. 

The failure of Congress to find com-
mon ground to extend unemployment 
insurance is shameful when so many 
families are desperately trying to 
make ends meet while struggling to 
find work. 

Tomorrow Congress will leave for a 
10-day recess while another 100,000 
Americans lose their lifeline and will 
be left out in the cold. This is simply 
unacceptable. 

I am circulating a letter calling on 
Speaker BOEHNER to cancel this recess 
until unemployment insurance is ex-
tended. Over 90 of my colleagues have 
already signed on, and we are all pre-
pared to stay in Washington to get this 
done. 

Extending unemployment benefits 
has a proven economic return. It is the 
right thing to do for Michigan families, 
for families all across our country, and 
for our economy. 

The clock is ticking. Let’s cancel 
this recess now and get to work. 

f 

THE PRO-LIFE CAUCUS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
CRAMER). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 3, 2013, the 
gentleman from New Jersey (Mr. 
SMITH) is recognized for 60 minutes as 
the designee of the majority leader. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. 

Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
all Members may have 5 legislative 
days within which to revise and extend 
their remarks and include extraneous 
material on the subject of our Special 
Order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. 

Speaker, I yield to the gentlewoman 
from North Carolina (Ms. FOXX), my 
good friend and colleague. 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I want to 
thank my colleague, CHRIS SMITH, for 
his leadership on developing this hour, 
and all of my colleagues who are here 
to speak on this very important issue. 

This week marks the 41st anniver-
sary of a Supreme Court decision which 
has denied 56 million children the right 
to life and denied the people of this Na-
tion the ability to govern their country 
in a manner that aligns with their con-
science. I thank my fellow Members for 
speaking today and marking this som-
ber occasion. 

Life is a gift from God and should be 
cherished. It is my strong belief that 
life begins at conception, and few 
things demean the sanctity of human 
life more than elective abortion. The 
unborn are the most innocent members 
of our society, and the fact that their 
right to exist has not been recognized 
in 41 years is a stain on our Nation’s 
character. 

As members of the Pro-Life Caucus, 
we have worked to eliminate taxpayer 

funding for abortion, fought to pre-
serve pro-life health care providers’ 
rights of conscience. We have followed 
medical research that indicates infants 
can feel pain in the womb as early as 
the 20th week of pregnancy and passed 
legislation that would eliminate abor-
tion after that time. 

These are worthy pieces of legisla-
tion, but, Mr. Speaker, more must be 
done. I hope that the day will soon 
come when the Supreme Court sees fit 
to overturn Roe and allow the people 
the ability to eliminate the practice of 
elective abortion entirely. 

For as long as I have the privilege of 
serving in Congress, I will work to en-
sure unborn children, the most vulner-
able members of our society, are pro-
tected. 

I thank my fellow Members here 
today who share that goal. Let us con-
tinue to work for the protection of in-
nocent life. 

I thank my colleague again, Mr. 
SMITH, from New Jersey. 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. I want to 
thank the gentlelady from North Caro-
lina for her very eloquent remarks and 
for her leadership on behalf of the un-
born and their mothers. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentle-
woman from Alabama (Mrs. ROBY). 

Mrs. ROBY. Mr. Speaker, I want to 
thank the gentleman from New Jersey 
for his leadership in the Pro-Life Cau-
cus and for organizing today’s discus-
sion. 

Of course, next week will mark 41 
years since the landmark Supreme 
Court decision in ROE v. WADE, and 
since then, approximately 56 million 
unborn children have been aborted in 
the United States—56 million unborn 
children aborted. 

Recently, important legislative ac-
tions have been taken to defend the un-
born and protect women from the bru-
tality of late-term abortions. These in-
clude measures to tighten restrictions 
and raise health and safety standards 
for abortion providers. 

As we fight to increase protection for 
life under the law, I believe it is equal-
ly as important to promote the respect 
for life, emphasizing adoption as a lov-
ing alternative to abortion. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to take a mo-
ment to highlight a very special orga-
nization in my State called AGAPE. 
AGAPE provides adoption services, 
counseling and outreach programs to 
mothers-to-be across central Alabama. 

Talk to anyone who has gone through 
either side of the adoption process, and 
they will tell you how challenging it is, 
and that is where AGAPE comes in. 

b 1645 
AGAPE is there to find permanent 

nurturing families for children and to 
make sure all involved in the adoption 
process have the support they need. It 
is groups like AGAPE that help a 
woman with an unplanned pregnancy 
know about the loving, nonjudgmental 
way adoption works. 

It is groups like AGAPE that give 
children the hope and opportunity to 
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